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All publications are available as free-of-
charge downloads at www.statistik.wien.at.
The Statistisches Jahrbuch (Statistical 
Yearbook) can moreover be purchased in 
printed format on our website.

Vienna in Figures 2018

A classic: This brochure offers an overview 
of the most important aspects of life in 
Vienna – with a dash of humour on the side.
Available in German and English.

Business Location 2018

This newly developed brochure showcasing 
Vienna as a business location presents 
and explains all relevant data and facts in a 
clearcut and concise manner.
Available from November 2018 in German and English.

Statistisches Jahrbuch 
der Stadt Wien 2018 
(Statistical Yearbook)

This comprehensive and time-honoured 
statistical publication contains information 
drawn from all areas of official statistics as 
well as from external sources.
Available from December 2018 in German.

The cover illustration was developed by students of the University of Art and Design 
Linz’s Department of Visual Communication during a workshop on conditional design.

Units
Research sites are units (universities, 
enterprises, institutes, etc.) that engage 
in research and development.

Research and development (R&D)
Research and experimental develop-
ment (R&D) is defined as a creative 
 activity that utilises scientific methods 
and is systematically conducted with 
the objective of augmenting the state of 
knowledge as well as of developing new 
applications of this knowledge.
The element of novelty and originali-
ty (new findings, new knowledge, new 
 applications) is a key criterion that dis-
tinguishes R&D from other scientific and 
technological activities.

R&D quota
The R&D quota (research quota) is 
the most frequently used indicator 
in statistics relating to research and 
development.
The quota describes the share of R&D 
spending in % of the gross domes-
tic product/gross regional product of 
a  territorial unit. For this reason, the 
R&D quota is also useful for internation-
al comparisons and the formulation of 
targets.

Types of research
Basic research is defined as an inves-
tigation with the objective of augment-
ing the state of knowledge, yet without 
a focus on a specific practical goal. One 
possible research question might thus 
be: What is the nature of a process that 
leads to a disease?
In its turn, applied research is likewise 
defined as an investigation with the 

objective of augmenting the state of 
knowledge, yet with a focus on a specif-
ic practical goal. For example: How can 
a specific (newly emerging) disease be 
treated?
Conversely, experimental develop-
ment is defined as the systematic use 
of knowledge with the objective of cre-
ating new or significantly improved 
 materials, mechanisms, products, pro-
cedures or systems. An example would 
be the development of a new type of 
medication.

Headcount vs. full-time equivalents
Research and development person-
nel is rendered in two ways – either by 
headcount, i.e. as the number of per-
sons active in a specific area, or as full-
time equivalents (FTE), which is a stand-
ardised comparative benchmark that 
reflects the actual time input (resource 
costs) for R&D. The type of employment 
(full-time, part-time) as well as the ex-
tent of R&D activities must be consid-
ered in this context.

NUTS 2
NUTS is the system used for structur-
ing Europe’s regions and stands for “No-
menclature of territorial units for sta-
tistics” (in French: Nomenclature des 
unités territoriales statistiques). Across 
the EU, there existed a total of 276 re-
gions at NUTS 2 level in 2015 (NUTS 
2013); in Austria, these correspond to 
the federal provinces.
The capital regions mentioned in this 
brochure often include the surround-
ing area (e.g. Comunidad de Madrid or 
Lazio).
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 Purchasing power across the EU — Selected capital cities of the EU, 2018 (Source: UBS)
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 Vienna in international rankings — Highest quality of life worldwide 

 Share of R&D personnel across the EU — Top 10 NUTS 2 
  regions of the EU, 2015 (Source: Eurostat)

NUTS 2 REGION SHARE IN TOTAL WORKFORCE (HEADCOUNT) IN %

 1. Inner London – West (UK) 1

 2. Brabant wallon (BE)

 3. Wien (Vienna, AT)

 4. Hovedstaden (Copenhagen, DK)

 5. Praha (Prague, CZ)

 6. Braunschweig (DE)

 7. Steiermark (Styria, AT)

 8.  Berkshire, Buckinghamshire & Oxfordshire (UK)

 9.  Région de Bruxelles- Capitale (Brussels, BE)

 10. Helsinki-Uusimaa (FI)

5.50 %

5.42 %

5.33 %

5.32 %

4.91 %

4.57 %

4.46 %

4.45 %

4.36 %

11.10 %

1  The NUTS 2 region “Inner London – West” only 
comprises some parts of London. The share of 
R&D workers was 2.38 % in Greater London.
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26 %
of Austria’s gross 
domestic product is 
generated in Vienna

QUALITY OF LIVING
SURVEY 2018 (MERCER)RANK

GLOBAL LIVEABILITY
RANKING 2018 (ECONOMIST 
INTELLIGENCE UNIT)

SMART CITY INDEX 2017
(ROLAND BERGER)

THE WORLD’S MOST 
 REPUTABLE CITIES 2018 
 (REPUTATION INSTITUTE)

1 Vienna Vienna Vienna Tokyo

2 Zurich Melbourne Chicago Sydney

3 Auckland Osaka Singapore Copenhagen

4 Munich Calgary London Vienna

5 Vancouver Sydney Santander Stockholm

6 Düsseldorf Vancouver New York Venice

7 Frankfurt Toronto Parramatta Rome

8 Geneva Tokyo Seoul Zurich

9 Copenhagen Copenhagen Barcelona Munich

10 Sydney & Basel Adelaide Denver Montreal

Cities 231 140 87 56

Start-ups — Vienna, 2007 to 2017 (Source: Austrian Economic 
Chamber)

1  Limited liability companies, limited partnerships, 
general commercial partnerships, associations, 
stock companies, other legal forms of businesses
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2008 Law amendment: new provisions for 
selfemployed personal care workers

NUMBER OF START-UPS (SOLE PROPRIETORSHIP AND OTHERS 1)

Women 3,270

Men 3,667

Other start-
ups 1 2,161
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CITY AVERAGE WORKING TIME REQUIRED TO BE ABLE TO BUY A BIG MAC®, IN MINUTES

 Big Mac® index across the EU — Selected capital cities of the EU, 2018 (Source: UBS) 1  Vienna’s above research quota of 3.66 % deviates 
slightly from the current quota determined by 
Statistics Austria, since Eurostat still shows the 
nonrevised figure.

2 2013 figure
3  NUTS 1 region, comprises Greater London

R&D quotas across the EU — Selected cities/urban 
regions of the EU, 2015 (Source: Eurostat)

 

NUTS 2 REGION R&D SPENDING IN % OF GROSS REGIONAL PRODUCT
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Wien (Vienna, AT) 1

Stockholm (SE)

Hovedstaden (Copenhagen, DK)

Braunschweig (DE)

0.92%
1.08%
1.15%

1.60%
1.72%
1.72%
1.74%
1.79%
1.84%
1.88%

2.90%
2.97%

3.53%
3.61%
3.66%
3.81%

4.59%
9.50%

Vienna presents 
one of the highest 
research quotas  
of EU capital cities

Vienna’s working population disposes of a purchasing

power similar to that of citizens of New York – 

and markedly surpasses that of most EU capital cities.

97.8%

is the average working time 
 required in Vienna to be able 
to buy a Big Mac® (2018).

18minutes According to the Mercer Quality of

Living Survey and The Economist,

Vienna is the world’s most liveable

city (2018).1st place 

The brochures Research  
and Development 2018 and 
Business Location 2018  
are available online at
www.statistik.wien.at

R&D personnel (headcount, 2015)
= 36 % of all R&D personnel in Austria

45,644 
new enterprises were set 
up in Vienna in 2017.

9,098

1.89million

people live in Vienna, the 
sixth-largest city of the 
European Union (as per   
1 January 2018).

= Vienna’s research quota (2015)

%3.66

is the percentage by 
which Vienna’s labour 
productivity  exceeds the 
EU average (2016). 

35%

students (winter semester 2017/18) 
= Vienna is the biggest university city

in the German-speaking region

(cf. Berlin 180,000, Munich 122,000)

194,145 


