Ljubljana


OUTLINE OF CITY DEVELOPMENT OVER TIME

The city of Ljubljana with its approx. 280,000 inhabitants is situated at the heart of Slovenia, in the area of the “Ljubljana Gate”, on a territory of around 275 square kilometres. The layout of the modern city is star-shaped. From the historic nucleus, the city evolved along the main traffic axes, with large green zones in-between.

A particularly strong influence on the modern cityscape was exerted by the effects of two earthquakes. 
After earth tremors in 1511, the city was rebuilt in the Renaissance style, followed by an almost complete Baroque refurbishment.

In the mid-19th century, the connection of Ljubljana to the Vienna-Trieste railway line triggered a modernisation push.

After the second earthquake in 1895, a new plan for a modern Ljubljana was designed. Numerous landmark buildings were erected. The implementation of this plan was continued after the First World War.
In the wake of the Second World War, Ljubljana grew into a hub of industry. Big industrial zones linked to new, large-scale settlement areas sprang up at the urban periphery.

In conjunction with the political and economic changes after 1991, urban development began to stagnate. The city core lost vibrancy, while the residential zones at the periphery continued to grow unchecked.

At the moment, efforts are being undertaken to resume control of urban development. The vision “Ljubljana 2025” and the adapted urban development plan lay down key guidelines and thematic focuses of future 
urban development.


CURRENT CHALLENGES AND OBJECTIVES OF URBAN DEVELOPMENT

A major challenge of current urban development is posed by the space-gobbling urban sprawl around the city proper. Since 1995, Ljubljana has lost over 20,000 inhabitants to neighbouring municipalities, causing the number of commuters to rise and individual motorised traffic to increase dramatically. 

Shopping malls and leisure facilities were built around the centre, and companies have likewise increasingly migrated to peripheral locations.

For this reason, the most important objectives of urban development in Ljubljana are the following:

•	Revitalising the historic city centre by upgrading public space and enlarging pedestrian zones.

•	Promoting mixed-use projects in the inner city to boost the attractiveness of these locations.

•	Improving public transport, bicycle traffic and walking routes to curb individual motorised traffic.



Project for Squares and Riverbanks

This joint project proposed by the city administration together with enterprises active in and around the city aims at the social and economic upgrading of Ljubljana’s inner-city locations by rendering public space more attractive. Thus investments go to the redesign of squares, streets and green zones as well as to improv-ing the accessibility and design of riverbanks and the enlargement of pedestrian zones. The construction of seven new (pedestrian) bridges creates additional walking and biking routes. Individual motorised traffic is curbed, while public transport is promoted.


Šmartinska Project

The Sˇmartinska  city quarter in the north-eastern part of Ljubljana was developed in the 1980s as a large-scale industrial zone. The area covers a surface of 228 hectares and is situated between the city centre, the main railway station and the motorway ring.
The economic changes after 1991 brought about an exodus of many industrial enterprises. This was followed by largely uncontrolled development: part of the area was put to diverse new uses, while other plots remained vacant. 2006 saw the first restructuring efforts by local enterprises. In co-operation with the municipal administration, an international design competition was then organised in 2007. The winner of the competition, Hosoya Schaefer Architects from Zurich (Switzerland), was duly commission to prepare a mas-ter plan. The objective lies in complementing the historic inner city of Ljubljana with a new urban centre.

