Brno


OUTLINE OF CITY DEVELOPMENT OVER TIME

Brno is situated at the point of transition from the South Moravian plains to the Central Moravian mountains, at the foot of the Sˇpilberk and Petrov hills and at the confluence of the rivers Svratka and Svitava.

The old city is encircled by the Ring Boulevard constructed in the mid-19th century, which encompasses 
numerous impressive buildings and parks.

The city’s industrial tradition goes back to the textile manufactories established in the last third of the 18th century and the creation of several railway connections as of 1836. In consequence, the city extended 
gradually along the axes radiating from the centre like the spokes of a wheel.

In the 19th century, Brno evolved into the leading industrial hub of the Austro-Hungarian monarchy. 
Big industrial sites occupied outlying suburbs and formerly rural environs.


Another burst of growth followed after the First World War, partly due to suburb incorporation. The period from 1918 to 1938 was the heyday of modernism. As early as in 1928, the winning competition entry for an urban master plan provided for the modification of the railway hub and a relocation of the main station.

During the Socialist era, Brno was one of the country’s leading industrial cities. Urban development was stepped up by building numerous prefab housing projects to accommodate the constantly rising population north of the city centre, while workplaces were mainly situated in the eastern and southern suburbs.

After the revolution of 1989, economic, political and social changes posed new challenges for urban development. 1994 saw the adoption of an urban development plan that provided for the development of the city in the southern direction and strove to balance the disparities accumulated over the previous decades.


CURRENT CHALLENGES AND OBJECTIVES OF URBAN DEVELOPMENT

As key projects for the future of the city, the urban development plan currently underway inter alia provides for the modification and refurbishment of the railway hub (Europoint Brno project) – including the relocation of the main station – and in this connection also for the further development of the southern municipal territory in order to curb suburbanisation.

Additional challenges for urban development include the following:

•	Elimination of functional gaps and upgrading of public spaces and recreation areas in the large-scale, monofunctional housing estates at the urban periphery.

•	Revalorisation of inner-city sites and active brownfield development (mostly former industrial areas).

•	As a reaction to the massive traffic problems of recent decades, public transport and bicycle traffic are to be especially promoted while individual motorised traffic is to be reduced.

•	The promotion of the economic development of the city and its positioning as a venue of research, development, education and innovation are key objectives for Brno’s future (in keeping with the urban development strategy – “Brno City Strategy”).



Jižní Centrum Brno (BRNO SOUTH CENTER) PROJECT

The relocation of the main station eliminates the barrier between the historic city centre and the adjoining area to the south, allowing for the development of the “South Center” on an abandoned former industrial area.

On a surface of 100 hectares, it is planned to build an urban centre with administrative, cultural and entertainment facilities as well as shops and flats. New traffic axes as well as new tram and bus links will connect this quarter to the rest of the city.


CAMPUS BOHUNICE PROJECT

On an area of 42 hectares in the Bohunice district, a modern university campus was built between 2006 and 2010 for the Faculty of Science and Engineering of Masaryk University. A shopping and restaurant centre, housing for students and teachers, sports facilities and cultural institutions will be created on another 16 hectares in the immediate vicinity of the campus. A key role regarding the functionality of this project and its open spaces is to be assumed by the planned Botanical Garden of the Faculty of Science.


