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Welcome 

Trnava is one of Slovakia‘s most 
diverse regions, stretching from the 
Danube plain in the south to the 
peaks of the Small Carpathians in 
the north. It benefits from some of 
the country‘s most fertile farmland, 
but also has excellent transport links 
and a developed industrial base, with 
manufacturing of advanced electrical 
appliances, cars and food products 
all playing a strong role.

The city of Trnava, like the wider 
region, has a long history: a university 
was founded here as early as 1635, 
during the Hungarian Kingdom, and 
the town now has two. The region‘s 
main tourist destination, the spa town 
of Piešťany, has an international repu-
tation. Trnava is the only region in 
Slovakia to share a border with Hun-
gary, Austria and the Czech Republic, 
and is ideally placed to welcome visi-
tors from centrope and beyond.

Facts & figures

• Population: 
 approx. 65,500 (city),    
 563,081 (region)

• Proportion of population with   
 some form of higher education:   
 20-30% (official estimate)

• Area: 4,148 km2

From the hills to the plain

Despite its relatively small area, Trnava Region boasts diverse natural attractions. In the 
north-west of the region flows the Morava River, which forms the border with the Czech Republic, 
while in the north are the Small Carpathian hills, which offer excellent hiking and mountain-biking 
trails. The region is home to the highest peak in the Small Carpathians, Záruby (768m), along with 
Driny, the only subterranean limestone cave in western Slovakia that is open to the public. Nearby  
is the romantic castle of Smolenice.

In the south of Trnava Region is the Danube River, and its branch, the Malý Dunaj, or Little Danube. 
This slow-flowing river offers good conditions for rafting and fishing and features preserved historical 
monuments such as floating wooden water mills. Along the Danube itself is one of Slovakia‘s newest 
protected landscape areas, Dunajské luhy, which forms an important wetland environment for rare 
bird species.

www.trnava-vuc.sk
www.trnava.sk

At the intersection of Austria, 
the Czech Republic, Hungary 
and Slovakia, centrope is 
emerging as a new and prospering 
transnational region, home to 
6.5 million people. Since its incep-
tion in 2003, political leaders of 
16 regions and cities have been 
committed to strengthening the 
centrope area of co-operation. 
For more information see
www.centrope.com
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Urban highlights

Trnava, the region‘s centre and its largest city, is Slovakia‘s city of churches, partly a legacy 
of its centuries as the seat of the Catholic Primate of Esztergom and hence as one of the cultural 
centres of the former Hungarian Kingdom. That period, from the sixteenth to the nineteenth centu-
ries, endowed the city with two cathedral churches, a university and the city tower, which remains 
a dominant feature of the historical centre. Skalica, near the Czech border, has a well-preserved 
historical city centre including numerous medieval buildings. The oldest, St George‘s Rotunda, dates 
from some time around the thirteenth century, while work began on the central St Michael‘s Church 
in 1372. The attractive, Secession-style House of Culture, meanwhile, dates from 1905.

Transport & accessibility

• The neighbouring centrope regions are all less than 100km from the city of Trnava, 
 and can be reached via fast highway links.

• The cities of Trnava and Piešťany are linked by a multi-lane highway connection to Bratislava 
 (less than one hour‘s journey by car).

• The region‘s extensive railway network includes a fast rail link to Bratislava that recently 
 underwent a major upgrade, allowing trains to run at 160 km/h.

Spa towns

Piešťany, which occupies a tranquil position on the Váh River, is Slovakia‘s premier spa town. 
It has built up a strong international profile since it was established as a modern resort more than  
100 years ago. It attracts visitors from not just Slovakia and central Europe, but also western Eu-
rope, Russia and the Middle East. It has extensive accommodation and spa treatment facilities – 
including the 5-star Thermia Palace Hotel – built around the town‘s spa island, with its English-park-
style landscaped gardens, and sports and public entertainment venues. Among numerous cultural 
events, Piešťany hosts an annual international film festival, Cinematik, in the early autumn.

There is another major geo-thermal spa complex in the town of Veľký Meder, in the south of the 
region, with a wide range of accommodation facilities and visitor attractions, including water slides. 
Hungarian is widely spoken in the south of Trnava Region, making it particularly accessible to  
tourists from across the Danube.

Ancient beginnings. The oldest 
evidence of human activity discov-
ered in Trnava Region – indeed, 
anywhere in Slovakia – is a small 
female figurine, known as the Ve-
nus of Moravany, which was found 
near the village of Moravany nad 
Váhom in 1938. It was carved from 
a mammoth tusk and is believed to 
be around 25,000 years old.

Higher education. Trnava’s origi-
nal seventeenth-century univer-
sity was relocated to what is now 
Hungary in the 1770s, but higher 
education was revived in the city 
in the late twentieth century and 
it now boasts two universities. 
Elsewhere in the region there are 
higher education institutions in 
Skalica and Sládkovičovo.

Cake & wine. The villages on the 
eastern edge of the Small Car-
pathian hills and the area around 
the town of Skalica all have local 
winemaking traditions. Skalica 
is also famous in Slovakia for its 
unique cake, the trdelník. Made 
from sweet, light pastry which is 
wrapped around a wooden baton 
(or trdlo), coated with nuts and 
grilled over an open fire, the result-
ing sugar-dusted product – which 
enjoys EU protected geographical 
status – goes well with the local 
Skalický rubín wine.

Economy & innovation

Trnava Region has benefited from significant foreign direct investment in the last 20 years. 
It is now home to two large factories owned by South Korean electronics giant Samsung; the plant 
in Galanta is Samsung‘s largest factory in Europe. In Galanta and at another plant in Voderady, 
Samsung produces a range of high-end consumer electronics in Slovakia, including LED and LCD 
screens, and DVD and Blu-ray players.

Carmaker PSA Peugeot Citroën‘s newest European production plant is in Trnava, employing around 
3,000 people. Together with Volkswagen in Bratislava and Kia in Žilina it has helped make Slovakia 
the world‘s number one per capita car manufacturing country. 

The City of Trnava and the nearby PSA Peugeot-Citroën car plant are two of the anchors for a 
regional industry body – the Western Slovak Automotive Cluster – which also brings together scores 
of suppliers, plus government and educational institutions, to drive innovation and investment in the 
region.
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