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Economy & investment 
Excellent infrastructure and labour culture, a highly qualified workforce, high-level professional 
knowledge and the advantageous location of the town have been crucial for the development of 
Szombathely’s economy. The largest industrial area of the town is Claudius Industrial Park with an 
area of 185 hectares and a further 31.1 hectares available for future utilisation. The business park is 
mostly populated by manufacturers of vehicle parts, electronics, informatics and the processing in-
dustry, creating high production value and applying high-end technologies, as well as by commercial 
hypermarket chains. 168 enterprises operate here, with an overall sales revenue of HUF 80 billion 
in 2010. Szombathely expects that investors will also make use of a complex of 10 buildings with 
railway connection and public utilities situated on 20 hectares of land at the town centre.

Urban development
Szombathely managed to draw significant EU funds for its development projects, which has 
fundamentally changed the image of the town centre, contributed to enriching the standing of this “Hun-
garian Town of Culture” and helped to reinterpret the tourism treasures inherited from the Szombathely’s 
Roman past. As a result of these developments, billions of HUF were channelled into the town to set up 
a differentiated waste management system and to develop a sewer drainage and cleaning system. Also 
known as a town of parks, Szombathely is rehabilitating its largest botanical garden with the support of 
the community and building an interactive visitor centre at the green heart of the settlement. Major short-
term plans aim at energy efficiency, social urban rehabilitation, protection of the built heritage, creation of 
an innovative knowledge centre and eco-mobility. 

At the intersection of Austria, 
the Czech Republic, Hungary 
and Slovakia, centrope is emer-
ging as a new and prospering 
transnational region, home to 
6.5 million people. Since its incep-
tion in 2003, political leaders of 
16 regions and cities have been 
committed to strengthening the 
centrope area of co-operation. 
For more information see
www.centrope.com
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Tourism
Tranquillity and gentle harmony are hallmarks of Szombathely and its environs. Tourists are 
greeted by a wonderful natural environment with untold attractions and experiences to be savoured 
in this picturesque town. Among the tourism offerings of Hungary, West Transdanubia is considered 
the “empowering” region – an ideal venue for physical, intellectual and spiritual recreation. 

Szombathely contributes to this image with its millennia-old culture, its traditions, heritage and 
special events built on these foundations. The town’s marketing strategy aims above all at preserv-
ing and perpetuating this intellectual legacy and hence gives priority to programmes related to the 
veneration of St. Martin, the Savaria Historical Festival and local dance events.

The festivals of Szombathely offer visitors rich, high-quality programmes. However, the tourist  
appeal of the town is not limited to cultural events, as this part of the country also abounds in ar-
chitectural treasures. Strolling among the buildings in the town centre – the legacy of two millennia 
– visitors walk from the atmospheric Roman shrine of Isis and the ancient ruins in a park-like setting 
on to Baroque Berzsenyi Square and the Classicist, unusually shaped Main Square of Szombathely. 
Those tired of sightseeing find relaxation in one of the numerous beautiful parks

Few towns can boast of their past as a 
flourishing settlement two thousand years 
ago. Szombathely is one of them: the historical 
past of the Roman age is one of our determining 
heritages. The other one is St. Martin, a native 
of our town, who later became a patron saint 
known across Europe as the bishop of Tours in 
France. Since the political change, Szombathely, 
once called the Queen of the West, has gradu-
ally regained its role as a regional centre.
We welcome you all to Szombathely, the dynam-
ically developing town of West Transdanubia.

   Dr. Tivadar Puskás,
   Mayor

Facts & figures

Szombathely is situated 10 km from the Austrian 
border and has a population of 79,438. Modern-
day quality of life in Szombathely is above 
average due to its civic traditions, high level of 
education, qualification and industrialisation as 
well as growing services and tourism sectors. 
Szombathely is one of the economic, commer-
cial and cultural centres of the region. Its local 
GDP places it among the top towns of Hungary. 
The city finds itself at the crossroads of national 
and international main roads and boasts a busy 
railway station.

Culture
Szombathely is regarded as a nationwide cultural centre with important historical and  
cultural traditions. Savaria was the cultural and administrative hub of Roman Upper Pannonia. 
With their strong sense of local identity, the inhabitants of Szombathely have succeeded in preserv-
ing their traditions, which are mainly reflected in a bustling cultural life. 

“Hungarian Town of Culture” is a title awarded to Szombathely in 2009 to honour the high standards 
of its cultural scene. The town offers residents and visitors a rich cultural roster and many entertain-
ment options in the context of such events as the Savaria International Dance Festival, the Interna-
tional Bartók Seminar and Festival, the Lamantin Jazz Festival, Bloomsday, Saint Martin Week and 
the Savaria Historical Carnival, which attract hundreds of thousands of visitors year after year.

The cultural reforms of recent years have served to make Szombathely the cultural and tourism 
centre of the whole region. The new Weöres Sándor Theatre was duly inaugurated in January 2011; 
after several decades, the town once more has its own theatre building with its own ensemble. 

Recently, a reconstruction of the ancient Roman Isis sanctuary and the Historical Theme Park with a 
focus on learning through entertainment opened their doors to visitors.
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