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Economy & investment 
Companies operating in Sopron are among the 500 most significant in the country, e.g. GYSEV, 
Euro-Elzett and Heineken, among others. The number of enterprises is 8,200. A sizable proportion of 
these operate from the city’s two industrial parks. 

Several multinational companies have expanded their store network to Sopron, creating hundreds  
of new workplaces in the process. 30 of the 50 major taxpaying companies are active in the services 
sector. Branch offices of all banks operating in Hungary are present in Sopron, while Sopron Bank 
Burgenland is headquartered here. The city creates an enterprise-friendly environment to attract  
companies.

Urban development
The City of Sopron’s project “Value-Preserving Reconstruction of the Town Centre” won a tender of 
the West Transdanubian Operative Programme of the New Hungary Development Plan. To implement 
the reconstruction goal, this major project was awarded EU support to the tune of HUF 600 million, while 
the municipality earmarked HUF 400 million for the project. In the first investment phase, the pavement 
and public utilities in Sopron’s main square were renovated. Over a period of nine months, the public util-
ity pipelines were changed, new rainwater drainage and floodlight equipment was constructed, and the 
Holy Trinity statue was renovated. The renovation programme continued in February 2011: reinforcement 
works to strengthen the structure of the Fire Tower, the transformation of the Keypoint Museum Visitors’ 
Building and Information Centre as well as the construction of a castle wall walkway have begun.

www.sopron.hu

At the intersection of Austria, 
the Czech Republic, Hungary 
and Slovakia, centrope is emer-
ging as a new and prospering 
transnational region, home to 
6.5 million people. Since its incep-
tion in 2003, political leaders of 
16 regions and cities have been 
committed to strengthening the 
centrope area of co-operation. 
For more information see
www.centrope.com
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Some know Sopron as the town of fidelity 
and freedom, others prefer it for its festivals, 
and some like its unique natural environment 
with high hills and the UNESCO World Herit-
age Fertő landscape. The young love it for the 
VOLT Festival, and food-lovers seek out its 
gastronomy and famous wines. Sopron is one 
of the few Hungarian towns where history can 
literally be traced: it is the second-richest town 
regarding protected buildings, and its archive 
is also among the country’s best.

Dr. Tamás Fodor,
Mayor

Facts & figures
• Sopron is situated at the western border of 
 Hungary in the Alpine foothills, 60 km from 
 Vienna and 220 km from Budapest.
• Area: 16,906 hectares
• Population: 59,036
• In 2010, the number of overnight stays at  
 commercial accommodation facilities 
 increased by 17.8%; foreign and domestic  
 demand rose in similar fashion.
• In 2009, Sopron was the winner of the 
 “Flowery Hungary” competition and also  
 awarded the silver medal in a European  
 competition.

Tourism
Sopron is a magical place. Those who have once visited this small town will always long to return 
to this “goldmine” awaiting discovery.
Town tourism & museums. Walking along the downtown streets, visitors feel like returning to the 
Middle Ages. Sopron houses the second-largest number of protected buildings in Hungary, and its 
museum network is the country’s best. All the peoples and tribes that once lived and thrived in the 
region have left their traces well into the present.
Active & sports tourism. Lake Fertő, the second-largest lake in Hungary, is Europe’s westernmost 
steppe lake. Situated at the western gateway to Hungary, it is a wonderful haven of nature. The end-
less reeds of the steppe lake offer excellent conditions for canoe trips; the open water surface and 
fair winds are ideal for windsurfing and sailing, while bathers can visit Fertőrákos Bay.

Fertő-Hanság National Park. Several sights await visitors here: marvel at the rich flora and fauna, 
participate in canoe and boat trips or just bike around.
Forest Park. The beautiful forest park ensures colourful relaxation with signposted tourist paths, a 
forest gymnastics park and adventure park. Sopron Forest Park is the second most visited of its kind 
in Hungary and attracts more than a million people every year.
Health tourism. The environs of Sopron are rich in true natural treasures. The region of the Sopron 
Lövérek and forests is renowned and acknowledged for its healthy climate. Those suffering from 
respiratory problems and asthma can find relief in the Sopron hills, as Sopron has perhaps the clea-
nest air of all Hungarian towns. Persons with cardiovascular and locomotor diseases can recover in 
the Lövérek sanatorium.

Culture
It is no coincidence that Sopron is referred to as a festival town. The sequence of guest-attracting 
programmes lasts from spring to December: a continuous series of theatrical performances, con-
certs, music courses, exhibitions and large-scale productions is organised. The Spring Days, the So-
pron Taste Travel, the Wine Festival, the Sopron Festive Weeks, the Fairy Festival, the Kékfrankos 
(Wine) Summer, the VOLT Festival, the Fertő Party, the election of the Kékfrankos King of Chefs, 
the Harvest Days, the innoLignum exhibition and fair, the Fertőrákos cave theatre performances of 
European popularity, and the cult of Haydn and Liszt all attract thousands of visitors from Hungary 
and abroad. Those who only arrive for a single occasion find themselves enchanted by the harmony 
of the built environment and nature as well as by the hospitality of the locals.

Since 1993, the annual VOLT Festival – one of Hungary’s largest pop music festivals – has been  
taking place in Sopron. Musical variety characterises this event: in addition to rock, electronic, 
world-music and jazz concerts, representatives of other genres, too, perform at different venues.
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