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meet europe. meet centrope.

Economy & investment 
Due to its excellent geographic situation, developed industry and skilled workforce, Győr is a dy-
namically evolving, innovative city that has become one of the largest economic and industrial cen-
tres of Hungary. Its industrial park is home to companies from over 14 countries. Ongoing consulta-
tions between municipal leaders and directors of the larger corporations have been held for many 
years, and this seems to be one of the reasons why the workforce requirements of investors locating 
to Győr can be fulfilled through local labour supply. Due to conscious city planning and the attrac-
tiveness of Győr, Audi will invest approx. Euro 1 billion in the expansion of its car production facility 
by the end of 2013. There are still potentials to develop, for example building a new, high-standard 
wellness hotel near the spa, because the content of its hot spring is unique in Hungary.

Urban development
The city of Győr is continuously developing. Built for the amount of HUF 700 million, the “Friendship 
Sport Park” welcomes sports enthusiasts in its beautiful green environment with artificial grass football 
pitches and children’s playgrounds. The biggest investment – the Jedlik Bridge – has reformed the whole 
traffic concept of the city and was completed by the local government using only its own resources: HUF 
5 billion. Supported by the European Union, Széchenyi István University is undergoing an infrastructure 
development to the tune of several million Euros; thus a new research & development centre and library 
were added. In 2012, the Mobilis Interactive Exhibition Centre will open its doors to visitors. With inter-
active exhibitions and demonstrations, it will showcase the marvels of car production in a spectacular 
setting.
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At the intersection of Austria, 
the Czech Republic, Hungary 
and Slovakia, centrope is emer-
ging as a new and prospering 
transnational region, home to 
6.5 million people. Since its incep-
tion in 2003, political leaders of 
16 regions and cities have been 
committed to strengthening the 
centrope area of co-operation. 
For more information see
www.centrope.com
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There are those visitors who fall in love with 
Győr at first sight. And there are those who 
spend some time here and realise that Győr can 
only be loved.
The meeting of rivers, the intersection of many 
roads, the hospitality of its inhabitants, the 
youthful verve and excitement of a renowned 
place: all this is Győr, city of encounters. The 
preservation of the relics of several eras, the 
restoration of the Baroque old town as well as 
the development of tourism and modern indus-
tries give the city its unique character. Walking 
through Győr, one is impressed by how a city 
can be traditional and modern at the same time.
It is a great pleasure for me that our city will 
host the meeting of the CENTROPE regional 
partners. I hope that all our dear guests will have 
time to discover our city, because the “Gate of 
the West” welcomes its visitors with new experi-
ences every year.
We welcome you and invite you back to Győr, 
where health, culture and innovation meet, thus 
reaffirming the slogan of the city: We are buil-
ding the future in Győr!

Zsolt Borkai, 
Mayor

Facts & figures
• Location: between Vienna, Budapest 
 and Bratislava
• Area: 17,499 sq km
• Population: 126,299
• Centre of the economically most developed 
 region in Hungary (by GDP)
• GDP 12% above country average
• Last year, the number of overnights stays  
 increased by 25%.
• In 2010, the City of Győr was awarded the  
 prizes “Hungarian City of Culture” as well  
 as “Sports-Friendliest City” and “Most 
 Elderly-Friendly Municipality of Hungary”.  
• Zsolt Borkai, Mayor of Győr and President 
 of the Hungarian Olympic Committee, was  
 voted “Mayor of the Year”.

Tourism
Győr is one of the most beautiful cities of Hungary, an important cultural centre, a diocesan town 
well known for the meeting of rivers, and a city full of history. Győr is characterised by many outstan-
ding facets; its beautiful Baroque centre is a true treasure-trove. In this place of monuments, historic 
palaces, unique corner balconies and statues, visitors are invited to take a trip back in time. 

Győr is constantly developing but at the same time preserves its old values and historic Baroque 
buildings. Széchenyi tér, the beautifully renewed main square, is considered one of the most beauti-
ful Baroque squares of Eastern Central Europe. The downtown area bursts with cosy terraced cafés, 
and flower-laden windows in romantic alleys beckon for a pleasant walk.

Visitors yearning to relax can enjoy the thermal water and its curative effects. With its superior ser-
vices, the multifaceted health spa and water park is great for active recreation, therapy and relaxa-
tion. Győr is also one of Hungary’s most significant cities with regard to sacred treasures. One of 
the country’s most iconic Christian relics, the reliquary of King St. Ladislaus (László) is kept in the 
basilica situated next to the river Rába on Chapter Hill. 

It is worth getting to know the real Győr, the “city of meetings”: a place that has managed to shake 
off its image as a purely industrial city and become one of the most beautiful county seats in 
Hungary.

Culture
Over the years, the city has developed and organised various festivals that attract visitors not 
only from Hungary but from all over the world. In 2010, Győr was awarded the title “Hungarian City 
of Culture”. 

The roster of festivals also includes the Festivals of the Four Seasons, a series of programmes that 
aim to provide high-quality entertainment for all ages. Győr has outstanding cultural attractions, 
associations and bands that also make the city popular abroad. The Győr Ballet, the Győr Philhar-
monic Orchestra, the Győr National Theatre and the Iron Rooster Puppet Theatre are rightly beloved 
by all.

It is worthwhile to check out the list of cultural events the whole year through, because the Spring 
Festival, the International Percussion Festival, the unique Baroque Wedding, the Festival of Hunga-
rian Traditions that warms up chilly autumn days or the Winter Festival are a great way to participa-
te in the exciting cultural life of the city. During the first weekend of July, the Kids’ Festival attracts 
thousands of children from Hungary and abroad. 

The opening and closing summer concerts feature the most popular national and international pop 
stars. At the Wine Days and Gastronomic Festival, the best Hungarian wineries offer their products 
to visitors in the wonderful main square, Széchenyi Square. In Győr, everybody finds a way to be 
thoroughly entertained, because this city is also a cultural meeting point.
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