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Tourism & Culture 
Brno is the metropolis of Moravia and a base tourist destination for the exploring of natural and 
cultural beauties of South Moravia. It boasts many historical sights as well as new attractions: a re-
cently opened labyrinth of cellars and underground tunnels testifies the varied life on medieval Zelný 
trh (Cabbage Market); works by major 20th century architects can be viewed on valuable buildings 
such as Villa Tugendhat – a „pearl of Functionalism“ – and Villa Jurkovič. An interesting new feature 
certainly is the renovated Observatory and Planetarium at Kraví Hora.

Brno is also the cultural capital of the region, as it hosts a number of significant cultural events each 
year. Worth mentioning certainly are music festivals of the Brno Philharmonic Orchestra, the Theatre 
World Festival and the fireworks competition Ignis Brunensis.  

Brno offers a range of cultural events at theatres, museums, galleries, cinemas and clubs. Of the 
many sports events of international significance, most visitors are attracted to Brno by the motorcycle 
Grand Prix – a World Motorcycle Championship. The Brno Exhibition Centre has economic and social 
significance for the metropolis; it already has a more than eighty-year tradition and hosts numerous 
international trade fairs, exhibitions and conventions.

www.brno.cz

At the intersection of Austria, 
the Czech Republic, Hungary 
and Slovakia, centrope is emer-
ging as a new and prospering 
transnational region, home to 
6.5 million people. Since its incep-
tion in 2003, political leaders of 
16 regions and cities have been 
committed to strengthening the 
centrope area of co-operation. 
For more information see
www.centrope.com
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Dear Friends,
Let me give you a warm welcome to the city 
of Brno, the second largest city in the Czech 
Republic with approximately 400,000 inhabit-
ants and the capital of South Moravia. Please 
do believe that international cooperation is 
essential for Brno, and the cooperation within 
the centrope region occupies a unique posi-
tion. It brings to the city of Brno experience 
and examples of good practice from many 
areas.

Brno boasts a rich history, evidenced by 
numerous heritage sights, namely its beau-
tiful historical downtown and the recently 
renovated Villa Tugendhat, a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site. Brno is also the second 
most important economic base in the Czech 
Republic, offering excellent conditions for 
business development.

Currently, the city has become not only 
Czech but also Central European centre of 
education, science, research and innovation. 
A number of research projects and centres 
of excellence in science arise here, for which 
Brno can offer skilled workforce.

Welcome to the city of Brno, a city of many 
opportunities.

Roman Onderka
Mayor of Brno

Facts & figures
• Location: between Vienna, Prague and 
 Bratislava
• Population: 400,000 (1.3 million in the 
 South Moravian Region) 
• Political, industrial and business centre 
 of South Moravia 
• Important infrastructure hub (railway, 
 highway, air)
• City with a strong historical tradition
• Dynamic and modern city of science and 
 research 
• Important university centre
• Home of the supreme bodies of the 
 Czech judiciary
• 250,000 job opportunities with relatively 
 low unemployment rate 
• Home of the Brno Exhibition Centre (BVV) 

Economy & Spatial Development
Brno has a diversified economic base with high proportion of employment in the tertiary sector. 
Thanks to its top-ranking universities and numerous scientific institutions the existing and potential 
investors have a unique opportunity to draw on an advanced knowledge base, which allows devel-
oping their competitiveness on a global scale. Renowned global companies working in sectors with 
high added value have their operations in Brno. The city of Brno together with the South Moravian 
Region are the Czech flagship in the area of innovative business, with a significant development po-
tential for the future. The municipality continues to enjoy top credit rankings from major international 
rating agencies.

Major Development Projects in Brno 

Černovice Terrace: Strategically located greenfield development zone, covering an area of 200 ha, 
focuses on investments in the sectors of processing industry, strategic services and technology  
centres (www.brno.cz).
Czech Technology Park Brno: Prestigious greenfield development zone, covering an area of 60 ha, 
for light high-tech industry and strategic services taking advantage of the synergy between research, 
development and business (www.technologypark.cz).
Europoint Brno – South Centre: Europoint Brno is a European project of strategic importance inte-
grating transport, revitalisation and economic development (www.europointbrno.cz).
Creative Centre Brno: revitalization of a brownfield site into a centre supporting start-up businesses in 
creative industries, free art and cultural and educational activities for the public (www.kreativnibrno.cz).

Science, Research, Innovation & Education
Brno is the second biggest centre of university education in the Czech Republic. There are six 
public and state universities in the city with almost 90,000 students. The workforce in Brno is typical 
for its above-average level of education. Its values are high above the Czech Republic average.

The city supports innovative businesses through its organisation South Moravian Innovation Centre. 
Its mission is to build up a comprehensive infrastructure in support of innovative businesses in  
the region (www.jic.cz). The city offers talented PhD students a three-year financial support  
(www.jcmm.cz/cz/doktorandi.html) and financially supports a project of Innovation Vouchers,  
which is a unique tool for promoting cooperation between companies and research institutions 
based in Brno (www.inovacnivouchery.cz). 

International Science & Research Cooperation

Central European Institute of Technology CEITEC: European centre of excellence in science 
which integrates the research in life sciences, advanced materials and technologies (www.ceitec.eu).
International Clinical Research Centre Brno FNUSA-ICRC: Science & research European centre 
of excellence in applied medical research, education, clinical care and transfer of technology  
(www.fnusa-icrc.org). 
University Campus Bohunice, Masaryk University: A modern educational and science & research 
centre for 5,000 students and 1,000 staff members (www.kampus.muni.cz). 
Research Centres of Brno University of Technology (www.vutbr.cz/vyzkum-a-vyvoj).
ALISI Application Laboratories of Microtechnologies and Nanotechnologies (alisi.isibrno.cz). 
CzechGlobe: Global climate change research centre (www.czechglobe.cz).
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