
Invest in opportunities.
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Central European Region 
Located at the heart of the European Union, centrope is a booming intersection of 
four countries, crossing the borders of Austria, the Czech Republic, Slovakia and 
Hungary. 

The unique mixture of sustained economic growth and high quality of life in this area offers tremendous 
opportunities for investors looking for solid business. A stable, predictable political and economic situation. 
Attractive corporate tax rates. A highly qualified workforce at reasonable labour costs. World-class infrastruc-
ture. A rich cultural life based on shared history. Beautiful landscapes including several national parks. 
And much more. 

The centrope region meets all expectations. 

meet opportunities. meet centrope.
 





  
  
  
 

 

 

     

  

 

  

Vibrant Region 
Roughly six and a half million people live in the Central European Region centrope. 
The position of this region at the intersection of four countries and four languages 
is reflected in the great variety of its constituent sub-regions and cities. 

The two capitals Bratislava and Vienna, whose agglomerations – the “twin cities” – are situated at only 
60 kilometres from each other, Brno and Győr as additional cities of supra-regional importance as well as 
numerous other towns are the driving forces of an economically and culturally expanding European region. 
In combination with attractive landscapes and outdoor leisure opportunities, centrope is one of Europe’s most 
vibrant areas to live and work in. 

Population (in thousands) Area (in sq km) 
Absolute % of centrope Absolute % of centrope 

South Moravia 1,151.7 17.4 7,196 16.2 
Győr-Moson-Sopron 448.4 6.8 4,208 9.5 
Vas 259.4 3.9 3,336 7.5 
Burgenland 284.0 4.3 3,965 8.9 
Lower Austria 1,608.0 24.3 19,178 43.1 
Vienna 1,698.8 25.5 414 0.9 
Bratislava Region 622.7 9.3 2,053 4.6 
Trnava Region 561.5 8.5 4,147 9.3 

centrope 6,634.5 44,500 
EU-27 501,104.2 4,403,357 
Source: Eurostat, population data of 2010. 

meet vitality. meet centrope. 
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Cooperative Region  
Cross-border co-operation within centrope is developing in a very promising 
way: politicians in all four countries are dedicated to making every effort to 
boost business opportunities in centrope. 

Be it the interconnectivity of transport systems, the qualification level of workers or other relevant aspects linked 
to the promotion of human capital – the partner regions and cities are committed to rendering centrope 
even more attractive for investors. Already today, the four-country quadrangle with its eight federal provinces, 
regions and counties is one of the most dynamic areas in the European Union. Intensified co-ordination of 
economic, infrastructure, educational and cultural policies at a transnational level will fully unleash the potential 
of centrope. 

gain from co-operation. gain from centrope.
 





 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

   
  

 

 
  

Growth Region  
centrope remains a European region of growth. Since 2000, the growth rate of 
the four-country region has exceeded the European average by far; not even 
the recent economic crisis was able to halt this growth. 

Most of the centrope partner regions belong to the privileged parts of their countries in terms of economic 
development and have a history of outperforming the EU average in terms of growth. In particular since the 
mid-1990s to just before the full effects of the recent financial and economic crisis became visible in 2009, all 
centrope countries were characterised by a significant increase of both GDP per capita and labour productivity. 
Looking at the unemployment rates, centrope is again outperforming the EU average. 

However, centrope is a high-growth region not only relative to the EU average, but relative to most comparable 
European cross-border metropolitan regions as well. Due to its location, centrope benefits strongly from its 
unique conditions as a gateway between EU markets with high purchasing power and the dynamic markets 
of younger and aspiring EU Member States. Thus the EU accession of the Czech Republic, Slovakia and Hun-
gary in 2004 entailed another important boost for the whole of centrope. For instance, the economic growth 
rate in Bratislava is the second highest in the entire CEE region, higher than in many Western European cities. 

Notwithstanding the uncertainties of current global economic trends, experts anticipate that centrope will 
continue to grow faster than the European average. The general competitiveness of the region is set to 
improve further, thereby strengthening centrope as an attractive business location. 

enter the growth market. enter centrope.
 



 

GDP growth in centrope countries 
2001–2004* 2005–2008* 2009 2010 2011 2012 

Austria 1.4 3.0 -3.9 2.0 2.4 2.0 
Czech Republic 3.1 5.4 -4.1 2.3 2.0 2.9 
Hungary 4.1 2.1 -6.7 1.2 2.7 2.6 
Slovakia 4.5 7.9 -4.8 4.0 3.5 4.4 
EU-27 1.8 2.2 -4.2 1.8 1.8 1.9 
* Average. Source: DG ECFIN, AMECO 5/11 

Unemployment rate in 2010 (in %) 
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All percentages: 2010 average; LFS. Source: Eurostat 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

FDI Region  
centrope, the economic boom area at the heart of Europe, has achieved tremendous 
progress due to high levels of foreign direct investment (FDI). It is therefore not 
surprising that over 80 globally active companies have set up their CEE head-
quarters in centrope over the last decade. 

Top FDI regions – out of 261 European regions 
Rank Region FDI/head 
1 Bratislava Region 282.4 
2 Southern and Eastern Ireland 267.0 
3 Praha 262.8 
4 Bocuresti-Ilfov 242.7 
5 Région de Bruxelles-Capitale 233.9 
6 London 233.9 
7 Luxembourg (Grand-Duché) 226.4 
8 Yugozapaden 195.1 
9 West Transdanubia 186.1 
10 Hovedstaden 176.0 

13 Vienna 171.5 
32 West Slovakia 93.4 
56 Czech Southeast 64.5 
FDI projects per million inhabitants per NUTS 2 region; 2003 to March 2010.
	
Source: fdimarkets.com, centrope Regional Development Report Spatial Integration, 

p. 33, Table 12 

The comparison between centrope and other EU regions 
with regard to foreign direct investment shows that the 
four-country region is one of the most attractive FDI 
target areas within the European Union: out of 261 
European regions, the Bratislava Region takes the 
top position, followed closely by West Hungary (which 
even outranks the capital city, Budapest) in the 9th and 
Vienna in the 13th place. 

Among the many multinational companies that have 
already come to centrope, there are pharmaceutical 
giants, technology leaders or car manufacturers. Again 
and again, centrope is chosen as the perfect loca-
tion for CEE headquarters as it is a gateway to the 
emerging Central, Southeastern and Eastern European 
countries. 

This is why investments in centrope have been good 
investments in the past and will remain so in the future 
– for both sides. 

invest in opportunities. invest in centrope.
 

http:fdimarkets.com




 

  

  

 

  

  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Main investing companies in centrope in the recent past 

Burgenland Lower Austria Vienna 
1 Solon Germany IPIC UAE General Motors (GM) USA 

2 Nokia Finland PSA Peugeot-
Citroen France Fiat Italy 

3 Lidl & Schwarz 
Stiftung Germany Seeste bau Italy ProLogis USA 

4 Toyota Motor Japan FCC Spain Boehringer Ingelheim Germany 
5 Coca-Cola USA C&A Belgium Bombardier Canada 
6 Accor France Moeller Group Germany Seeste bau Italy 
7 Kampa Germany Baxter USA Magna International Canada 
8 Diamond Aircraft Austria Accor France 
9 Tubacex Spain Rodamco Europe Netherlands 

10 Voith Group Germany Royal Philips
Electronics Netherlands 

South Moravia Győr-Moson-Sopron Vas 
1 Celestica Canada Volkswagen Germany JabilCircuit USA 
2 IBM USA Engel Group Israel Provertha Germany 
3 Daikin Industries Japan Doxeon Cyprus Flextronics Singapore 
4 BenQ Taiwan Leier Austria Eybl International Austria 
5 CTP Project Netherlands Inter-Bonum Germany Epcos Germany 
6 Inventec Taiwan Alphapark Austria Hisense China 
7 Itab Shop Concept Sweden Provertha Germany Meinl Bank Austria 
8 Honeywell USA Roto Frank Germany Delphi USA 
9 kika/Leiner Group Austria ProLogis USA AKE Germany 

10 J&T Investiment Slovakia ECE Project
Management Germany Schaeffler Group Germany 

Bratislava Trnava For each 
1 Volkswagen Germany PSA Peugeot-

Citroen France centrope partner 
2 Quinlan Private Ireland Samsung South Korea region, the table 
3 Porr Austria Parker Green Int. UK lists the top ten 

4 Ballymore
Properties Ireland Sony Japan investing com-

ies in terms 5 Immofinanz Austria Texas Pacific USA pan

6 Soravia Group Austria ArcelorMittal Luxembourg of job creation 
7 Meridian Group USA DongJin Precision South Korea in the period 

8 Naumann 
Services Germany Merkury Market Poland Jan

Mar
uary 2003 to 
ch 2010. 

9 Tesco UK Danubius Hotels Hungary 
10 Erste Bank Austria Berkshire Hathaway USA 

Source: fdimarkets.com 





 

 
  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
  

 

 
 

  

Learning Region 
Education, qualification and creativity are crucial ingredients for a region’s 
future prosperity. centrope’s educational institutions are fully aware of this fact 
and make all efforts to contribute to the next generation of highly qualified 
employees and entrepreneurs. 

The large number of students in centrope is a main asset of the regional innovation system. In 2011, more 
than 420,000 students attended one of the 58 institutions providing higher education, including public and 
private universities, academies of art as well as ten universities of applied sciences, all situated across the 
entire region and thus not only in the three agglomerations Bratislava, Brno and Vienna, but also in cities like 
Győr, Krems, Sopron, Trnava or Znojmo. Furthermore, several hundred non-university research institutions 
and enterprises nurture the scientists and researchers of tomorrow. 

Many universities in centrope look back on a long history (thus the University of Vienna was founded in 1365 
and with its approx. 90,000 students is one of the biggest universities in Europe), but there are also noteworthy 
newcomers: the Central European Institute of Technology (CEITEC) in Brno focuses on research and develop-
ment in biomedicine, advanced materials and technologies: 1,200 students and 600 scientists are working on 
a broad spectrum of innovations, such as nanorobots, special medicinal hydrogels or self-cleaning coats for 
buildings, to name but a few. In its final development stage, the Institute of Science and Technology Austria – 
another brand-new centre of excellence – will offer facilities for up to 1,100 researchers. 

All in all, the potential of centrope as a cross-border knowledge area is nearly unparalleled in Europe. 
The high density of educational and scientific institutions provides an excellent basis for its evolution into 
an internationally attractive research and innovation hub. 

benefit from knowledge. benefit from centrope.
 



Data for Austria, the Czech Republik, Hungary
refer to the year 2009/10, data of Slovakia to 
the year 2010/11. 
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Connected Region 
Situated at the historic intersection of the Danube and the Amber Road, centrope 
today marks a Central European crossing point of air-, road-, rail- and waterway-
based Trans-European transport corridors. 

To begin with, the international accessibility of centrope is ensured by Vienna International Airport with 
20 million passengers per year, connecting businesses all over the world but especially acting as a hub 
between destinations in Western Europe and CEE countries. Two other international airports – Bratislava 
and Brno – complete the range of possibilities to reach centrope quickly and efficiently. 

Because of the excellent position at the centre of Europe, there are also good land connections to neigh-
bouring countries by either rail or road. For instance, the transnational rail route connecting Paris with Vienna, 
Bratislava and Budapest via Munich stands for world-class infrastructure, while there is still huge potential for 
north-south corridors linking centrope to the Adriatic, Baltic and North Sea ports. 

A dense network of motorways facilitates international as well as regional connectivity, with the last gaps to 
be closed soon. Governments have realised that modern traffic, transport and logistics networks are the foun-
dation of a competitive business location. Thus large investments are on their way: for instance, Vienna will 
boast a completely new central railway station by 2014, offering contemporary travel standards and landmark 
urban architecture. 

Last but not least, the Danube is not only a symbolic and unifying European river but also represents a major 
waterway connecting centrope to relevant ports from North Sea to Black Sea. The new EU Strategy for the 
Danube Region will further boost its relevance, with centrope definitely being on the winning side. 

enjoy connectivity. enjoy centrope.
 





 

 
 

  
  

  
  

 
 
 

 

 
 

Lifestyle Region 
Like few other regions, centrope boasts a breathtaking mixture of urban centres 
with multiple cultural offerings on the one hand and wide-ranging natural and 
recreational areas on the other hand. 

Apart from eight UNESCO World Heritage sites, the Central European Region is home to carefully preserved, 
yet highly dynamic cities that host famous theatres, concert and festival halls, art galleries as well as a myriad 
of museums able to satisfy both general and highly specialised interests. Collectively, these sights and institu-
tions bear witness to the rich cultural heritage of centrope and also reflect a centuries-old shared history. 

And not only cities like Vienna, Bratislava or Brno convince with a broad roster of events – rural areas, too, 
present a lively and vibrant art scene. Moreover, the region abounds in natural attractions including four 
national parks, manifold cultivated landscapes and uncountable opportunities for sports and recreation, from 
hiking and biking to golfing and skiing as well as numerous spas for relaxation. The Danube, March/Morava 
and Thaya/Dyje wetlands as green lungs of the region, the Alpine and Carpathian foothills and Lake Neusiedl/ 
Fertő are only the most striking highlights in this mosaic of nature in centrope. 

Together with a high standard of personal security, an outstanding health system along with top-quality 
schools, centrope offers many advantages for investors, managers, workers and their families. So it comes as 
no surprise that the Mercer Quality of Living survey has ranked Vienna the city with the highest quality of life 
worldwide for the third consecutive year. 

experience quality of life. experience centrope.
 





 
 
 
 

 
 

  

Technology Region 
With 13 productions sites within a radius of just 300 kilometres, the centrope 
countries have the highest density of car plants in the world. And the automotive 
sector is only one of the many prospering industrial branches that have found 
an attractive home in centrope. 

Over the past few years, centrope has grown into one of the most dynamic regions in the EU with regard to 
future key branches, such as life sciences, renewable energies, ICT, the automotive sector or engineering. 
Companies from all over the world are investing in centrope, supported by a broad range of initiatives that 
include clusters and subsidy programmes. A closer look at some of the most important branches in the Central 
European Region reveals the breadth and vitality of the industrial sector in centrope. 

Automotive sector 
The automotive clusters located in centrope can be seen as a model of successful cross-border business   
activities: millions of vehicles are assembled in centrope annually, backed up by a strong component sup-
plier industry, especially for engines. With its highly developed infrastructure, a well-qualified labour force and  
professional support by clusters, networks and competence centres, the automotive sector accommodates  
many global automobile manufacturers like Volkswagen, General Motors, PSA Peugeot Citroën or Audi, to  
name but a few. 

encounter the specialists. encounter centrope.
 



Main production sites of the automotive sector 

Source: Automotive Cluster centrope 



Life sciences 
One of centrope’s greatest potentials rests within its growing life science sector, in particular biotechnologies.  
More than 40 research institutes as well as hundreds of life science enterprises ranging from small start-ups to  
branches of international pharmaceutical companies are active in centrope. A number of institutions (e.g. in the  
field of molecular biology) have attained world-class status, while expanding life science clusters – espe-
cially in South Moravia, Lower Austria and Vienna – are continuously nurtured. 

ICT – Information & communication technologies 
centrope’s ICT potential consists of about 5,000 ICT companies with more than ten employees, amounting to  
approximately 350,000 specialists – and these figures do not include countless smaller enterprises. Close to  
60 universities and research organisations run ICT-relevant departments employing over 36,000 researchers.  
These numbers are the best evidence of the success of ICT businesses in centrope and will be the basis  
for future developments that e.g. further expand the co-operation between universities and research institutes  
on the one hand and companies on the other hand. 

Engineering 
Innovative co-operation and excellent infrastructure are also keywords for the engineering industries in centrope. 
From mechanical engineering to electronics, from ecological technology to power engineering – they all benefit  
from the know-how of numerous competence and research centres (e.g. TechBase in Vienna) and cluster  
initiatives like the mechatronics cluster in Lower Austria, which was founded in 2011 to combine metals, me-
chanical engineering and mechatronics. Last but not least, the MSV International Engineering Fair in Brno is  
one of the most renowned events of its kind in Europe as a top platform for industry and company personnel  
associated with the engineering sector. 

Green technologies 
Reducing energy consumption and eliminating energy wastage may be considered one of the most important  
goals for the future development of the European Union. In centrope, this future has already begun: the whole  
region is a major site for green technologies and green jobs, delivering outstanding know-how, e.g. via   
the European Centre for Renewable Energy (EEE) in Güssing/Burgenland, while the Green Building Cluster   
of Lower Austria tries to pool the most innovative companies from all sectors of sustainable building and living,  
including all types of construction materials and substances. When it comes to new ideas and projects, deci-
sion-makers can trust in the competence of the green-tech units of centrope. 





Support & Services for Investors 
Interested in investing in centrope? Don’t hesitate to get in contact with   
the centrope business agencies! They will immediately and confidentially  
deal with your inquiry. 

Austria:  
VIENNA REGION Marketing GmbH 
Palais Niederösterreich 
Herrengasse 13 I 1010 Vienna 
T +431 904 21 04 I office@viennaregion.at 
www.viennaregion.at  

Czech Republic: 
CzechInvest I Office for the South Moravian Region 
Spielberk Office Centre 
Holandská 3 (Vila K - 4th floor) I 639 00 Brno-Štýřice 
T +420 543 422 780 - 785 I brno@czechinvest.org  
www.czechinvest.org  

Slovakia: 
Slovak Investment and Trade Development Agency 
Martinčekova 17 I 821 01 Bratislava 
T +421 2 58 260 100, 101 I sario@sario.sk 
www.sario.sk  

Hungary: 
Hungarian Investment and Trade Agency 
T +36 1 872-6520 
Western Transdanubia Regional Office 
Bajcsy-Zs. str. 44. | 9022 Győr 
gyor@hita.hu 
Western Transdanubia Region Information Point  
Vas and Zala County  
Berzsenyi D. tér 1. | 9700 Szombathely   
szombathely@hita.hu 
www.hita.hu 

meet your contact. meet centrope.
 

www.centrope.com
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centrope  partners 

Austria 
•  Federal Province of Burgenland 
•  Federal Province of Lower Austria 
•  Federal Province and City of Vienna 
•  City of Eisenstadt 
•  City of St. Pölten 

Czech Republic 
•  South Moravian Region 
•  City of Brno 
•  Vysočina Region (observer) 

Hungary 
•  Győr-Moson-Sopron County 
•  Vas County 
•  City of Győr 
•  City of Sopron 
•  City of Szombathely 

Slovakia 
•  Bratislava Self-Governing Region 
•  Trnava Self-Governing Region 
•  City of Bratislava 
•  City of Trnava 

Supported by funds of the European Union,  
CENTRAL EUROPE programme 

© centrope Agency 2012 

centrope  agency 

centrope coordination office I thematic and operative  
co-ordination, communication & secretariat: 
Europaforum Wien, Rahlgasse 3/2, 1060 Vienna,  
office@centrope.info 

centrope  local offices I regional project  
management & co-operation nodes: 

Office Austria I focus responsibility ‘knowledge region’: 
Regionalmanagement Niederösterreich,   
hermann.hansy@euregio-weinviertel.eu 
Regionalmanagement Burgenland,  
daniela.schuster@rmb.co.at 
Vienna Business Agency, tatzberger@wirtschaftsagentur.at 

Office  Czech  Republic I focus responsibility ‘human capital’: 
HOPE-E.S., v.o.s., pala@euservis.cz 

Office Hungary I focus responsibility ‘spatial integration’: 
CEURINA NKft, szokolayors@invitel.hu 

Office  Slovakia I focus responsibility ‘culture & tourism’: 
Slovenský Dom Centrope, domcentropy@gmail.com 

Legal notice: 

Published by the centrope agency on behalf of the centrope  
capacity partnership. 
 
Edited by: 
Tobias Dietrich, Johannes Lutter, Alexander Wolffhardt and  
Bernhard Wieser 
 
Layout and illustrations: 
claramonti grafik, Vienna – www.claramonti.at 
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centrope agency – Clara Monti/Gerhard Feilmayr, Thinkstock 
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Invest in opportunities. 
Invest in centrope.
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