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EUROPEAN HISTORIC TOWNS ATLAS PROJECT

Under the auspices of the International Commission for the History of Towns
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LARGE-SCALE PLANS
CONSTITUTE THE
BEST KIND OF
SOURCE MATERIAL
FOR A COMPARATIVE
ANALYSIS OF THE
TOPOGRAPHY OF
EUROPEAN TOWNS.

he International Commission
for the History of Towns
established the
project of historic towns atlases in

European

1955 in the spirit of reconciliation in
the aftermath of the devastating
destruction of European towns
during the Second World War. The
aim is the publication of a series of
national historic towns atlases in
better
understanding of common European

order to encourage a
roots by facilitating comparative
studies of the topography of pre-
modern towns in Europe. Since then
atlases of some 460 towns and cities
in eighteen European countries have
been published.

In order to allow comparative urban
studies the atlases needed a unified
concept. According to the guidelines
the principal map in each atlas is a
large-scale (1:2500) representation of
the town as it is believed to have stood
as close as possible to 1840. A second
map shows the town in its mid-
nineteenth century setting at 1:50,000.
The third map is a modern Ordnance
Survey town plan at [:5000. A
selection of facsimile maps is included.
An essay explores the topographical
development of the town.

Convenors of the International Working-
Group on Historic Towns Atlases: Anngret
Simms (Dublin), Ferdinand Opll (Vienna) and
Katalin Szende (Budapest), 2010.

For more, see Michael Conzen,‘Retrieving the
pre-industrial built environments of Europe:
the Historic Towns Atlas programme and
comparative morphological study’. In Urban
Morphology, 12, no. 2 (2008), pp 143-56.
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For more detailed information see:
http://www.wien.gv.at/kultur/archiv/kooperationen/Ibi/staedteatlas/bibliographie/index.html

LIST OF EUROPEAN HISTORIC TOWNS ATLASES AND CONTACT PERSON(S)

Austria: Osterreichischer Stidteatlas
Historischer Atlas von Wien

Kommentarbande zum Historischen Atlas von Wien
post@ma08.wien.gv.at/susanne.pils@wien.gv.at

Belgium: Atlas Historique des Villes
Belges/Historische Stedenatlas van Belgie
Jean-Marie Duvosquel: Jm.duvosquel@gmail.com

Croatia: Povijesni Atlas Gradova
mirela.altic@zg.t-com.hr

Czech Republic: Historicky atlas mést
Ceské republiky
Josef Zemlicka: hostivit@centrum.cz

Denmark: Scandinavian Atlas of Historic Towns
Thomas Riis: th.riis@email.uni-kiel.de

Finland: Scandinavian Atlas of Historic Towns
marjatta.hietala@uta.fi

France: Atlas historique des villes de France
sandrine.lavaud@wanadoo.fr

Germany: Deutscher Stadteatlas/Deutscher
Historischer Stadteatlas

Peter Johanek: Johanek@uni-muenster.de
Hessischer Stidteatlas

Ursula Braasch-Schwersmann:
braasch@staff.uni-marburg.de

Rheinischer Stidteatlas
Margret.Wensky@lvr.de

Westfilischer Stadteatlas

Werner Freitag: wfreitag@uni-muenster.de

Great Britain: Historic Towns/The Atlas of
Historic Towns/The British Atlas of Historic Towns
derek.keene@cnihtas.co.uk

Hungary: Magyar Varostorténeti Atlasz
Katalin Szende: szendek@ceu.hu

Iceland: Scandinavian Atlas of Historic Towns
Thomas Riis: th.riis@email.uni-kiel.de

Ireland: Irish Historic Towns Atlas
anngret.simms@ucd.ie;
howardbrianclarke@gmail.com

Italy: Atlante storico delle citta italiane

(Italia settentrionale e Sardegna)
francesca.bocchi@unibo.it

Atlante storico delle citta italiane (Italia centrale e
meridionale)

Netherlands: Historische stedenatlas van
Nederland
Pim Kooij: p.kooij@rug.nl

Poland: Atlas Historyczny Miast
Polskich/Historischer Stidteatlas polnischer Stidte
Roman Czaja: rc@umk.pl

Zdzislaw Noga: nogaz@ap.krakow.pl

Romania: Atlas istoric al oraselor din Romania
(Romanian and German with a summary in
Hungarian)/Stadtegeschichteatlas Rumaniens
Paul Niedermaier: icsusib@artelecom.net

Sweden: Scandinavian Atlas of Historic Towns
Thomas Riis: th.riis@email.uni-kiel.de

Switzerland: Historischer Stadteatlas der
Schweiz/Atlas Historique des Villes Suisses/Atlante
storico delle citta svizzere

Martina Stercken: stercken@hist.uzh.ch
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